Frequently Asked Questions
Semesters where tuition is free of charge
How many ‘free semesters’ have I got?


Four.

What can I use them for?


Before passing the BY51 exam, for subjects BYA1, BYA2, BYA3, BYA4, BYA5, 

            BYA6.

After passing BY51, for BYA7, BYA8, BYA9, BYA10, BYA20, BYA21, BYA22, BYA23 or other languages at the FCE.

Can I use the remaining free semesters in the Master’s Study Programme?


No, you can’t.

Exams

Which exam is compulsory?


In the Bachelor’s Study Programme: BY01 (lower) or BY51 (higher).


In the Master’s Study Programme: BY51.

BY01 exam (lower)

This exam is not displayed as a choice on my intranet page.

a) The student hasn’t added the exam to his/her registration sheet for the current academic year. It is necessary to file a petition at the Study Department.

b) The student hasn’t realised that the code of the exam is BY01 and not BYA4 (BYA4 is only an optional subject)

Is the exam the same as the last year?


No, it has changed. See Materials for downloading.
Is technical English part of the exam?


No, it isn’t.

I attended the subjects BYA1 – BYA4. Do I have to do the written part of BY01?

Yes, you do. But only listening, writing and reading. If you have the credit from the subject BYA4, you don’t have to do the grammar and vocabulary part of the test and the points from the test will be added to your BY01 exam. The points from the tests are archived by the teachers at the Institute of Social Sciences.

How many credits do I have to have (and from which subjects) to be admitted to the exam?

None. The subjects are not compulsory and there are no credits for the subjects. Each student will automatically receive the credits (for courses BYA1-BYA4) after passing the BY01 exam.
What are the subjects BYA1 – BYA4 good for?

They are good for learning the subject matter for the exam. In the subject BYA4 the student can obtain points that count towards the BY01 exam. 

Can I go to the exam without attending the lessons?


Yes, you can.

What’s the exam about?


See the Materials for downloading.

How many attempts at passing the exam have I got?


The same as for all the other exams at FCE. (i.e. 2*3)

I have passed the BY01 exam. What should I do next?

The obligation for the Bachelor’s Study Programme is fulfilled. If you still have any free semesters, you can attend BYA5 and BYA6. These subjects prepare you for the higher exam (BY51) which is compulsory for the Master’s Study Programme (during the Master’s Study Programme you will not get any free semesters, and you can’t use any remaining free semesters from the Bachelor’s Study Programme).

BY51 exam (higher)

Can I do the higher exam without doing the lower one?


Yes, you can.

What do I need for the exam?

To be at the intermediate level in English. The subjects BYA1-BYA6 and the bridging course will help you to reach this level, though you may need to study more at home to reach the required ability.

The exam is not displayed as a choice on my intranet page.

a)    The student hasn’t added the exam to his/her registration sheet for the current academic year. It is necessary to file a petition at the Study Department.

b) The student hasn’t realised that the code of the exam is BY51 and not BYA6 (BYA6 is only an optional subject)

Is the exam the same as the last year?


No, it has changed. See Materials for downloading.
Is there technical English in the exam?


No, there isn’t.

I have got the credits from BYA5 and BYA6. Do I have to do the written part of BY51?

Yes, you do. But if you did BYA6 in winter semester 2007 or later, marks from BYA6 credit test can be added to BY51 and you will not have to do the Grammar and Vocabulary parts. . The points from the tests are archived by the teachers at the Institute of Social Sciences.
How many credits do I have to have (and from which subjects) to be admitted to the exam?

None. The subjects are not compulsory. Each student will automatically receive the credits (for courses BYA1-BYA6) after passing the BY51 exam
Can I do the exam without attending the subjects?


Yes, you can.

What is in the exam?


See the Materials for downloading.

How many attempts at passing the exam have I got?


The same as for all the other exams at FCE. (i.e. 2*3)

I have passed the BY51 exam. What should I do next?

The obligations for Bachelor’s and Master’s Study Programme have been fulfilled. If you have any free semesters, you can attend the subjects BYA7, BYA8 and BYA9 (technical English) or other languages at FCE for free. If you haven’t got any free semesters, you may now attend these courses as a self-financing student.

New BY51

What’s the difference between the new BY51 and the old BY51?

In the new exam, there’s more grammar – it is now directly related to the grammar and vocabulary covered in BYA5 and BYA6. There is less writing, reading and listening to do, however. The speaking test remains the same, and the exam lasts approximately 2 hours. See Materials to downloading.

Is the new exam more difficult than the old one?


Some people may find it more difficult due to the expanded section with intermediate level grammar. However, the words for the vocabulary section can be learned, and there is less listening, which is a skill that can prove a problem for some people. The exam is now more balanced.

Since when has the new version of the exam been valid?


Since 2007.

Subjects

Which subject should I attend?


Do the Placement test www.vutbr.cz/jazyk  

I haven’t put the subject in my registration sheet, can I attend it?

Yes. The registration of the subject will automatically convert itself into the registration sheett after the first three weeks of the semester.

Can I attend another subject than the one I was placed in by the Placement test? 


Yes. In the first three weeks it is possible to change the registration records.
What about the credits?

According to the Directive of the Dean of the Faculty No. 4/2008 there are no credits for the courses BYA1-BYA6. The students receive the credits retroactively after passing the exam, even if they haven’t attended any courses. That’s why there won’t be any terms for credit tests (except for BYA4 and BYA6 courses, the results of which can be counted as a part of the exam. There are no credits for these courses, either.)
Can I register for the subject again next year?


Yes.

How many absences can I have?


Attendance is not compulsory. 

What happens if I don’t cancel my registration in a subject I decide not to attend, after the three weeks to do so have expired?


You will lose a free semester.

What happens if I don’t show up in the first lesson?

If you do not apologize, you will be discarded from the course and another student will be accepted instead of you.
Other questions

What is a self-financing student?


It is a student who has to pay to attend a course (because he or she doesn’t have a free semester, or for other reasons). The price is 1200 crowns per year.

Can I attend courses in other languages?


Yes, you can, but only as a self-financing student (if you haven’t done the BY51 exam yet). 

What is the Bridging course?



The Department of Languages opens the Bridging course for students who began learning English at the Faculty of Civil Engineering and are not able to learn all the subject matter. They can attend this course as self-financing students (i.e. for 1200 crowns per semester) simultaneously with the subjects BYA3 or BYA4. In this course the student revises and practises the subject matter from BYA1 and BYA2 and the difficult parts of BYA3, so that they don’t fall behind in BYA4. It is cheaper than a language school and it is tailored to the needs of Faculty of Civil Engineering students. Applicants may write to Mgr. Veronika Roriguezová rodriguezova.v@fce.vutbr.cz - Mgr. Rodriguezová will also answer questions about the course. 

