TECHNICAL LANGUAGE EDUCATION OF THE DOCTORAL STUDENTS OF FAST VUT 
provided by the Institute of Social Sciences at FAST
Study of languages in the Doctoral Study Programme 
The doctoral student is required to pass the DY01 exam in a foreign language of his/her choice. He/she may study other languages for free as elective subjects, participating in the language courses offered for the Bachelor’s full-time Study Programme. 
Language skill requirements 
Knowledge of English at (at least) level B1 of the European language portfolio. 

Knowledge of general English usage is not the subject of the language exam for Doctoral study, but a necessary pre-requisite. The student should be able to grasp – thanks to his/her knowledge of grammatical structures - the relations between individual constituents of sentences and thus understand the meaning of a coherent text during the consultative preparation for the exam. The students can test his/her knowledge of the general usage of English with the help of the test sample (level B1) that is placed on the web pages of the Institute: www.fce.vutbr.cz/SPV/jaz/zakladniInformace (+ the respective language). In the event of his/her knowledge not being on this level, it has to be improved through individual study of English.
Recommendation: Doctoral students whose knowledge of English matches the B1 level are recommended to participate in the offered courses BYA7, BYA8 and BYA9 in order to improve the quality of their oral performance and their overall level of English. 

Registration in the technical language education:
Doctoral students may register only via e-mail, which should be sent to the secretary of the institute, Mrs. Dana Daňková: dankova.da@fce.vutbr.cz . The student should give their name, study programme, the name of their technical tutor, and the student’s own phone number. According to the study programme followed, the student will be assigned to a language tutor and will contact him/her.

Technical language education
The technical language education of the doctoral students proceeds via consultations, to the extent of 6 sessions. During the first session the student and the tutor agree on a plan of sessions and on the technical publication that the student is required to read and translate during the sessions and from which he/she will study the technical terminology of his/her field of study. In the course of the sessions, the student becomes acquainted with the rules and specifications of technical style. The tutor discusses and explains to him/her difficult passages of the text. The bulk of reading and studying of the technical terminology is done by the student alone through self-study. 
Content and evaluation of the language exam:
The language exam in the Doctoral Study Programme is an oral exam and consists of
1. reading and translation of a technical text from the studied publication, length: 20 lines
2. conversation, during which the student should be able to discuss
· the benefit of the studied publication to his/her scientific work
· the focus and results of his/her dissertation thesis, and some issues connected with the studied field
· experience and knowledge gained from the student’s studies abroad
The assessment of the exam: excellent – very good – good – failed. The result is entered into the “study index“and into the database of the faculty intranet. 

Organization of the language exam
The language exam in the Doctoral Study Programme is commissional. The student will arrange the date of the exam with his/her language tutor and his/her technical tutor. In the event that the technical tutor cannot come, he/she can be substituted by another academic staff member commissioned by him/her. At the end of the exam, the examiner fills in a written protocol about the passed exam that is to be signed by both the language and technical tutor. The protocol will be placed in the SPV archive. In cases when the doctoral student is not free to come to the exam at the arranged date, he/she is obliged to apologize in advance. If the student withdraws from the exam or does not appear for the exam without any serious reason, the exam is classified as failed. The exam can be re-sat twice.

Note: The Institute of Social Sciences (SPV) also provides technical language education for the VUT Faculty of Architecture.
20th June, 2006                             PhDr. Darja Daňková, head of the FAST Institute of Social Sciences 
