Bachelor’s Study Programme 

Basic Information

1. The tuition of English begins for first-year students in the summer semester. Students can do the BY01 and BY51 exams even during the first semester, however. 

2. Every student has to pass an exam in English, either at the Pre-Intermediate Level (A2) - the exam code is BY01, or at the Intermediate Level (B1) - the exam code is BY51.
3. The BY01 exam is the target exam during  bachelor’s study for complete beginners or for the students with a minimum knowledge of English.

4. The Faculty of Civil Engineering provides its students with 4 semesters of tuition free of charge.

5. If the student has passed the BY01 exam, we recommend the student upgrades to the BY51 exam during their Bachelor’s study. After passing the BY51 exam the student can use their remaining free semesters for the further study of languages (another language, or a higher level of English, or technical English). During the Master’s Study Programme there will not be any free semesters provided. A BY51 exam result is accepted instead of the English language entrance test to the Lifelong Learning Programme (previously called Socrates/Erasmus).

6. All the tuition is optional. The student can register directly for the exam.

7. There are no credits for English courses. The students obtain the credits after passing the exam.

8. The student can enter any difficulty level he or she likes. See the “Tuition Schedule”.

9. For the Faculty of Civil Engineering students who are beginners in English and who find out that they are not able to gain the knowledge needed for BYA3 there is the Bridging course. Students can attend this course only as self-financing students simultaneously with BYA3 or BYA4.

10. Each student is advised to take a Placement Test before the beginning of their tuition. It is located at www.vutbr.cz/jazyk The test should be done before 30th November. If a student doesn’t do the test they will have to decide which subject they want to attend without guidance. The results of the test will be displayed on the notice-board in the Department of Languages, Žižkova 17, second floor. 

Subjects giving preparation for the BY01 exam
BYA1

English for Beginners Part 1
Files 1 – 4
Literature:
New English File Elementary
BYA2

English for Beginners Part 2
Files 5 - 8
Literature:
New English File Elementary
Bridging course    (for slower pre-intermediate learners)

BYA3

English for Pre-Intermediate Learners Part 1  
 Files 1 – 4
Literature:
New English File Pre-Intermediate
BYA4

English for Pre-Intermediate Learners Part 2  
Files 5 – 8

Literature:
New English File – Pre-Intermediate
Subjects giving preparation for the BY51 exam

BYA5

English for Intermediate Learners Part 1   Files 1A, 1B, 1C, 2A, 2C, 4A

Literature:
New English File Intermediate 

BYA6

English for Intermediate Learners Part 2   
Files 4B, 6A, 6B, 6C

Literature:
New English File Intermediate 
PET Masterclass



     Exam Preparation - selected parts 

The content of the BY01 exam
Students must have the BY01 exam registered for this academic year to be able to register for it via the intranet.

Written part:
grammar and vocabulary knowledge from BYA1 – BYA4, listening, reading, writing a text to the extent of 50 words according to the given task.

Sample test: see “Materials for downloading”
Oral part:

Short conversation on a given topic.
The content of the BY51 exam

Students must have the BY51 exam registered for this academic year to be able to register for it via the intranet.

Written part:

test from the subject matter of BYA5 and BYA6

plus extra speaking, listening and writing

Sample test: see “Materials for downloading”

Oral part:
conversation in pairs and with the teacher, problem solving,

                                   describing a picture

EXTRA SUBJECTS

· open when there is a sufficient number of applicants

· are free of charge for students who have passed the BY51 exam and still have free semesters

· may be attended by other students who are self-financing 

BYA7

Upper-Intermediate English, Part 1 

Units 1 - 2


BYA8

Upper-Intermediate English, Part 2 

Units 3 – 4

Literature:
English File Upper-Intermediate

BYA9

Civil Engineering English


Technical English is divided into several parts according to the specialization: S, M, V, E, K. Offered courses for the current semester can be found in “Up-to-date Information” on this website.
Bridging Course 

For Faculty of Civil Engineering students who are beginners in English and who find out that they are not able to learn the knowledge needed for BYA3. Students can attend this course as self-financing students only, and that simultaneously with BYA3 or BYA4.

Literature:

Language in Use, Pre-Intermediate
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Acknowledgement of Exams:

Czech State Exams in English

Základní státní jazyková zkouška

Equals BY51
Evaluation of ZSJZ



evaluation of BY51
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A/1
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C/2
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E/3

Všeobecná státní jazyková zkouška       
Equals BY51
Evaluation of VSJZ
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B/1.5

International Exams 

KET
(Key English Test)   

   
Equals BY01

Mark gained in KET equals the same mark in BY01 

PET
(Preliminary English Test)

Equals BY51

Mark gained in KET equals the same mark in BY51 

FCE (First Certificate in English)

Acknowledged as BY51  

Evaluation of FCE
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D,E,U





marks are not acknowledged

CAE (Certificate in Advanced English)

CPE (Certificate of Proficiency in English)

Acknowledged as BY51

A passed CAE or CPE exam equals 100 points in BY51,

i. e. the mark A/1

The Maturita exam is not acknowledged by the Faculty of Civil Engineering.
Registration and enrolment:

When adding subjects and exams to your registration sheet you have to keep clicking through the list until you find the level you are looking for. The English courses are divided into semesters for formal reasons only. The system used for compulsory subjects does not work for English courses because each student’s level of English is different, independent of the year of study.

To be able to enrol in an exam, the student has to have the exam registered in his/her registration sheet.

To be able to enrol in a subject, the student does not have to have it registered in his/her registration sheet.

Credits:
According to the Directive of the Dean of the Faculty No. 4/2008 there are no credits for the courses BYA1-BYA6. The students receive the credits retroactively after passing the exam, even if they have not attended any courses. That’s why there won’t be any terms for credit tests (except for BYA4 and BYA6 courses, the results of which can be counted as a part of the exam. There are no credits for these courses, either.)
